Juneteenth

In June of 2021, Juneteenth became our newest national holiday. It provides an
invitation for all of us to join in the jubilee over the ending of slavery and that
inhumane centuries-long period of American history.

Juneteenth, also known as Freedom Day or Emancipation Day, holds immense
historical significance in the United States. The day commemorates June 19,
1865, when Union General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas, and
announced that all enslaved individuals in Texas were free. This event marked
the effective end of slavery in the Confederate states, as it occurred more than
two years after President Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation.

The Emancipation Proclamation, issued on January 1, 1863, declared that all
enslaved individuals in Confederate-held territory were to be set free. However,
the news spread slowly, and enforcement varied across different regions. It was
only with General Granger's arrival and the Union army's presence in Texas that
the message of freedom reached the last enslaved individuals.

Juneteenth is a symbol of the long and arduous journey toward emancipation
and equality for African Americans in the United States. It represents the end of
one of the darkest chapters in American history —slavery — and the beginning of
a new era of freedom for millions of people. The day is a poignant reminder of
the struggles and sacrifices made by those who fought for the abolition of slavery
and the establishment of equal rights.

Over the years, Juneteenth has evolved into a day of celebration, reflection, and
education. It serves as an occasion to honor African American history, culture,
and achievements. Many communities across the United States observe
Juneteenth with events, parades, concerts, and gatherings that highlight the
importance of freedom, justice, and unity. In 2021, Juneteenth gained even more
recognition when it was officially declared a federal holiday, emphasizing its
significance in the nation's history and the ongoing pursuit of racial equality.
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