
Eli Rogers Road Woodland 
and Watershed Protection



Background on OCT

The Orleans Conservation Trust 
protects and restores natural 
lands — for people and wildlife, 
the health of our waters, and the 
character of our community.

• Nearly 670 acres protected in Orleans
• Maintain trails and manage habitat for wildlife, water quality 

protection, climate resilience, etc.
• Free guided walks and educational lectures
• Partnership with Orleans schools



Past 5 years of open space purchases





Eli Rogers Road Woodland and Watershed 
Protection Project
• Opportunity to protect 4.5 acres

• Adjacent to Town Wellfield (drinking water supply for 
Orleans)

• Habitat connectivity between wellfield and abutting open 
space in Brewster (and proximity to Nickerson State Park)

• Protects habitat for rare species, as well as vernal pool 
wildlife breeding habitat

• Removal of two neglected, aging cottages and their septic 
system – protecting drinking water and Pleasant Bay 
water quality

• Secures an opportunity to provide public access to the 
Watershed and possibly more land in Brewster in the 
future



Details of the property purchase
• OCT partnered with the Compact of Cape Cod 

Conservation Trusts to purchase the land for $1M by 
relying on the Compact’s loan fund and a commercial 
mortgage

• OCT and the Compact are re-selling the 4-bedroom home 
on newly created ~1-acre lot and intend to provide 
workforce housing through that sale

• MA Conservation Partnership Grant of $175,000 awarded 
to OCT; private fundraising effort still to be determined
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Development scenarios
• Development at time of purchase: 3 homes with 

7-bedroom septic capacity

• Development potential: 4 homes with total of 16 
bedrooms

• Conservation outcome: 1 home with 4 bedrooms

Pre-demolition Post-demolition





Potential vernal pool
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The ask of CPC and the Town
• The 4.5 acres to be protected as open space has an 

appraised value in excess of $700,000

• Community Preservation Fund application for $300,000

• The Town would acquire a Conservation Restriction, OCT 
would acquire title and take on management burden

The property is mostly wooded



Unanimous support from:

• Conservation Commission

• Open Space Committee

• Board of Water & Sewer Commissioners

• Marine & Freshwater Quality Committee

Turkey with poults on site Property serves as eastern box turtle habitat



Thank you! Questions?
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