
REMEMBER: 

Any work in a wetland or within 
the 100' buffer zone to a wetland 
must have prior approval from 
the Conservation Commission. 
Work includes construction 

. (e.g., sheds, fences, decks, etc.) 
and vegetation management 
(e.g., trimming, pruning, 
planting, etc.). 

P
lease help us keep Orleans beautiful for current and 
future generations. By engaging in the municipal 

process and allowing for the review of jurisdictional 
work you are helping to protect our natural resources. 
In taking this step you aid in fhe prevention of erosion, 
storm damage and pollution and improve wildlife 
habitat, water quality and aesthetics. 

It will take diligence from all of us to preserve the unique 
landscapes and protect the wetland resource areas in 
our town. Thank you for respecting the local laws and 
regulations that maintain the health and aesthetic of our 
natural environment. 
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ORLEANS 

As Orleans residents, 
you own property in one of the 

most beautiful and environmentally 
sensitive towns on the Cape. 









WHY ARE WETLANDS 
IMPORTANT? 

Freshwater wetlands offer many beneficia'1 
functions to the community. By channeling 
runoff away from nearby roads and buildings, 
wetlands protect structures from flood damage. 
Wetlands also provide temporary storage for 
floodwaters, allowing the water to slowly recede 
and recharge the groundwater aquifer. In 
addition, the wetland may help purify the water 
it receives. 

Saltwater beaches, dunes, coastal banks, and 
salt marshes are dynamic systems that defend 
against storm damage and minimize the need 
for engineered seawalls. These systems reduce 
the force of wave action and allow for salt 
marshes and beaches to grow with sea level 
rise. In a storm, windblown dunes and eroding 
coastal banks release sediment, which will in 
turn provide replenishment to other beaches. 
Construction activities must be planned carefully 
in these areas to allow this natural shifting to 
occur. 

Wetlands provide wildlife with important food, 
shelter, breeding areas and sources of fresh 
water. Aquatic wildlife such as fish and clams 
live directly in the water. Other animals such 
as toads and salamanders live near and are 
dependent on temporary spring pools for 
spawning. Terrestrial wildlife such as birds and 
foxes are dependent on freshwater sources for 
drinking water. The buffer and wetland resource 
areas often provide cover, food, and nesting 
or denning sites as well. Many animals rely on 
wetland resource areas for over wintering and 
during migration. 

Further information is available by writing or calling: 

ORLEANS 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

1 9 School Road 
Orleans, MA 02653 

508-240-3700 ext. 2425
conservation@town.orleans.ma. us 
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