
RENEWABLE ENERGY/WIND POWER COMMITTEE 

ADDENDUM TO THE FINA L REPORT 

In our final report, the Renewable Energy/Wind Power (REWP) Committee 

recommended a Photo Voltaic (PV) Solar installation for the Council On Aging (COA) 

roof.  The recommendation was based on the expectation that the Department of 

Energy Resources (DOER) would, in the near future, formally announce a set of rules on 

virtual net metering (i.e. the location of the energy meter with regard to the PV Solar 

power supply) that would support our recommendation.  The DOER has instead just 

issued a ruling governing the location of the energy meter which negatively impacts our 

recommendation. 

The DOER ruling now requires the energy meter connection to be installed on the site 

side of the PV Solar energy meter which means that the least expensive electricity usage 

is displaced by the PV Solar installation.  Our scenario H as stated in our report was 

based on the energy meter connection being installed on the distributor side of the PV 

Solar energy meter, which would then allow the town to designate energy displacement 

using the most expensive delivered energy.  Scenario H shows a very positive result for 

such an installation.   

The following new Scenario X has been prepared by our REWP Committee based on the 

Committee’s recent understanding of the DOER regulations and the current rebates 

from the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative. 

A comparison of all the conditions may be made by reviewing the two scenarios (H and 

X). In particular, scenario X has a lower rebate of $5.35/watt as compared to $5.50/watt 

for scenario H. In addition X has a lower avoided cost of $0.14/kWh as compared to an 

avoided cost of $0.17/kWh for H. Scenario X shows a $7,790 out of pocket cost in year 

16 as compared to no out of pocket costs in the scenario H (due to the cash flow not 

covering inverter replacement cost).  Cash flow for scenario X turns positive in year 23, 

while cash flow was positive for scenario H during the life of the project. 

At this time the committee feels that the town should concentrate on the installation of 

wind power and again confirms its recommendation for: a) the first turbine in the 

watershed, and b) town membership in the Cape and Vineyard Electric Cooperative 

(CVEC) for future opportunities. The REWP also recommended the establishment of a 

permanent energy committee for the detailed reasons stated, as well as for monitoring 

the changing environment for energy installations and savings.  We also note that the 

proposed wind turbine, while fulfilling the needs of the water department, still leaves 



about 20% of the current town usage to be provided by wind power from a second 

turbine. 
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